CFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

Honorable Roland Boyd
County Attorney
Collin County

. MoXionoy, Texas

bear'Sir: Oninion 0. 0-9

queat 88 follovsz

The city #T ¥

s \ha
redio {ETWP). ; 1ant 7 € ree full time,
and one relicft, Lp £1l1™duly liceased., The
radlo is op: 03 & 42 gnd 7 days &
veek. T

ed f'or ths emergency

Tfice hae tvo couuty ovn~-

3 -uinn»d. There ars four

o\york under the sheriff. Approxi- v

q“‘fgét of tho maﬂsaven P&ndled by -
|7

ay/ en the ghex 1ff*s ofxice have &
n soY rgported they telephone XTWP and have
it breadceagt, vhen & robbery occurs outgige of the
olty linidt in the county XIVWP brosdeants eseen-~
tiel polict information conceraning it, when the
Sheriff holds a felony werrant for & party he is
unsble to losate XIWP broadensts & pickvp for him
&1l over Texes end adjoining states., Vhen the
deputics cre not othervise employed, the Sheriff
gends them to petrol Iighway {J, 252, 24, or 78;
vhen hs needs then EIVP radio thair instructions
10 thoa, .

KO COMMUNICATION 15 TO BE COMSTRUED AS A DEPARTMENTAL OﬁlNIOrl UMNLESS APPROVED BY THE ATTORMNEY GENERAL OR FIRST ASSISTANT
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*The Sheriff has KTUP broadeast meapages in

_ on attempt to locate run-awvay children, mlzeing
';pereons, and atolen property. _ .

s “Queation: _Gen the SAeviff vith the approvel
" of the Cortaissioners Court pay the City of MHeKinne s
_or Redio Station EKYHP & rcasonable amoant monthlf
- for this radio service? .

- '4“Art. 3899 (b) providos that each officer vho

recelver & galery shall be emnowered to purchase
and have charged to the COJnt” 1411 resgonzble
-expenses neceszary in the provsr &pd 1e~a1 ¢on-

- duct of his oifice, . . . v

. "t occups thet the service the Sheriff re-

{,'ceivea from EIWP 1s of the eeme natuve ae that ha

. pecsiveg from the telephone commany. In fect by

- reason of ETWP the Sheriffts telephone bill ls
materially reduced, and in edéition he receives

- & service that only a radio can give, It seems

- to ne that thils l& as reascnable snd neceﬂsary oX~

“a'pense aﬂ &ny expense the aheriff has. .

®I heve read all of your opinions on officerts -
Eaxpenses end find none vhich ensver the question. "

: Section (b) of Article 3899, Vérnon‘e Annotated Civil
Statutea, reads in part- as. follov L :
_ - ®{b) “Each officer n“med in this Act, vhers
- he receives 2 zalary as coupensation for his S e
eervices, shall be cmpovered and pormitted to f
purchese and have charged to his county all rea-
toncble cxpenses necesgary in the proper and legal
conduct of his office, premiums on officlelst -
bonds, prexiuwnm on fire, dburglery, theft, robbery
Insurance protecting publie funds and including
the ¢dst of surety bonds for his Deputies, suc h
~ expenses to bs passed on, pre-deternined end al-
“loved in kind cnd emount¥, ce nearly asg possible,
by the Cormmissioners'! Cowydt once ecch month for
the ensuinz month, upon thz application by each
. officer, gtating tho kind, probable anount of ex-
renditure and the neceszity for the expenses of
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his office for such ensulng ronth, which application
ghall, before preserntation to said ccurt, rirst be
endorsed by the Counly Auditvor, if wny, othurvisa
the County Treasurer, only as to whether funds are
evallable for pc.yx..ent of such expenses.,. +he Come i
nissioners' Court of the county of the Cheriff's
residence may, upon the written &nd sworn applica- }
tion of the aheriff etating the necegssity thersfor i
purchase equlipzent for & bureau of crininal identie
Tication, such es cameras, finger print cards, inks,
chexicals, microscopss, radio &and Jaburatory couip-

rent Iin keeping with the system in use by the De-
Partment of Public Safely of this State, or the

United States Departient of Justice end/cr Eurcau

of Criminal Identificetion.”™ e

Tt is our opinion thet the above cuoted atatute is broad
encugh to cover the contemplated expense, and that the sams may
be ellowed provided the procedure preseribed therein is followed
end approved by the commissioners! court, Therefors, ycur quss-
tlon is enswered in the affirmative,

i
i
.

_ Very truly yours
ATTORIEY CZWIRAL OF TEXAS
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VWm. J. Fanning
Assistant
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